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S
erendipity is probably the

best word to describe the

lucky twists and turns in

the lives of the young family

of Rose MacDonald,

Michael Wood and their two-year-old

daughter, Lola Tulsi. How many people

are lucky enough to find the home of their

dreams after viewing only two properties? 

Rose was bought up in London but

had lived in India for the last 12 years,

teaching yoga to children with special

needs. Her husband, Michael, gave up his

job at Marks & Spencer to join Rose in

India for two years before reaching a

crossroads: do they buy a property in the

UK or not? 

The obvious starting point was Devon,

where Rose’s mother had a little place in

Salcombe. Rose thought: “If I could live in

one place, maybe Devon could be the

Indian Spiced
Francesca Smith discovers a little corner
of Goa on the edge of Dartmoor
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one where my yoga would work well.” 
So they started looking in and around

Totnes, but while they were house-sitting
a stunning house renovation in
Widecombe, on Dartmoor, Rose was
surprised that despite the very wet
summer, they warmed to it. 

“I have done a lot of walking in the
Himalayas, but there was something so
nice about Dartmoor. We just loved it.”
However, Rose’s love of India was equally
strong. “I never thought we would find a
house in England that I liked because I
lived in this amazing old Portuguese
house in Goa. But when we walked down
the drive of Hele Linhay, on the outskirts
of Ashburton, I just knew this was it.”
Even more surprising was that Rose had
never had any interest in houses or
renovations and the property was a “total
ruin”.

Luckily for the couple, the vendors
already had planning permission to
convert the linhay, which comprised a
barn, stable blocks and beautiful coach
house studded with pretty, Gothic
windows looking out over open pastures
towards the moors and Hembury Woods,
with the roar of the River Dart in the
distance. 

Even more fortuitous was the fact that


